dome is almost intact and there still
remains a good deal of the original pierced
plaster windows with a few fragments of
glass. The mihrab is now robbed of all
decorations except two marble columns.
The cenotaph is cased in beautifully
carved wood in Ayyubite style, the small
panels bear a charming motive in high
relief and the encircling inscriptions stand
out boldly against an arabesque back-
ground.

In spite of the many defeats at the
hand of Salah ud-Din and his successors,
the Crusaders continued to be an obstacle
in the way of Egypt and the great stone-
building territories like Armenia and
Anatolia which lie to the north of it.
Ultimately it was through the ambition
and energy of a former Mamluke (slave) of
Sultan Salih Ayyub that this obstruction
was completely removed and with it came
the supremacy of stone construction in
Egypt at the expense of brick and plaster
work which was completely ousted.
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